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Several weeks ago there was major news coverage about the tremendous increase in the cost of electricity for users in San Diego.  Doubling and tripling of bills for residential customers and increases large enough to do major harm to businesses were reported.  Two reasons were given for the development of this situation.  





One, there was a shortage of supply because few generating plants serving California have been built in the last decade, partly due to environmental challenges and partly due to the uncertainty of the market for energy.  The second cause of the increase in costs for electricity was that deregulation of the industry allowed the generating companies to charge whatever the market would bare.





Less than a week later the major news story was about a pending decision of the state air quality regulators to require, or not require, auto manufacturers to insure that ten percent of their auto sales in California by 2003 would be electric vehicles.  The decision was to maintain this requirement.  Am I the only person to see a paradox here?





We have a shortage of electrical supply and yet we continue to mandate actions that will significantly increase the use of electricity.  It’s not as if all generating plants are non polluting and all non-electric autos are.  Hybrid vehicles now on the market have very low pollution effect.  We seem at times to work at cross purposes on major statewide interests.





Locally we’re no different. We acknowledge the need to increase Petaluma’s water supply, but our City Council wants to restrict the amount a new pipeline could carry.  Think about that for a minute.  Approve building a new pipeline but deliberately make it too small to provide a generous supply.  This is solely to further a conservation ethic our current council wants to impose on us.





A pipeline that is too small can never meet unexpected needs, while a pipeline of larger size doesn’t have to be used to capacity.  If local water conservation efforts are desired by the citizens of Petaluma, it’s simply a matter of only using the water we need and not just taking all that might be available.  





This is simply another instance of the present council trying to limit a future council’s ability to act on problems that may occur in future years.





But, back to inconsistencies and two other major news stories.  It has long been the thrust of conservative politicians nationally to reduce the power of government.  Less government is better government they say.  And during the last twenty years they have been fairly successful in moving towards less government employees.  And how many of you have applauded that?





But now, there is a major brouhaha about Ford Explorers and Firestone tires being unsafe products.  And now the cry from Congress is, “ Where were the federal regulators when we needed them?”  In just the past week problems associated with unsafe eighteen wheelers (big trucks) on our highways has surfaced. And, again the cry from Congress has been,“ Where were the federal regulators when we needed them?”  





Is there some inconsistency here when something done to further an ideology (less government employees) leads to another problem and those who reduced the number of employees then blame the few that are left for the problem?





I’m sure the same could be said of the writers of many letters to the editor.  They complain about some particular government, business or media action, demanding legislation to stop what they don’t like, while also complaining to their friends about too much government, regulators interfering in their business or private lives and a lack of media coverage of topics they’re interested in.





Mixed messages get sent out at all levels of society and yet we wonder why society seems to constantly be in conflict, why problems are so hard to solve.  Perhaps Pogo’s cry of, “We have met the enemy and they are us” defines the problem.          


